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LXIV. — The Native Rat of Pearson's Islands, S. Australia. 
"© By OLDFIELD ‘THOMAS. 


(Published by permission of the Trustees of the British Museum.) 


Pror. F. Woop Jones, of Adelaide, has now been able, 
largely by the kind help of Sir George Murray, to make a 
second visit to the isolated Pearson’s Isles, off the southern 
coast of South Australia, the place where he had previously 
obtained the interesting Rock-Kangaroo (Petrogale pearsoni) 
which I described last. year *. 

Hevhas now sent halt a dozen specimens of the local rat— 
the only other land-mammal of the islands,—and this I find 
to be a peculiar species, allied to the still existing Jatlus 
greyi of the mainland of South Australia, but so modified as 
to demand local separation. 

On the suggestion of Prof. Wood Jones I have named this 
animal in honour of Sir George Murray, the Lord Chief 
Justice, and Chancellor of the University of Adelaide, by 
whose generosify and assistance the former’s expedition to 
the islands was rendered possible. Such exploratory work is 
of the greatest value to science, and Sir George’s assistance 
in this respect cannot be too warmly appreciated. 


Rattus murrayi, sp. n. 


Most nearly allied to &. greyi of the mainland. Size 
about as in that animal. Fur fine and soft. General colour 
pale greyish washed with buffy brown, the grey showing 
through the brown more than in greyi, and the general tone 
consequently paler. Under surtace drabby grey, the hairs 
broadly slaty at base, their tips drabby whitish ; s Lite OF 
demarcation scarcely marked. Hands and feet white, with a 
certain darkening on the metapodials and digits which is not 
present in K. greyi. Tail rather shorter than in R. greyi, but 
imperfect or diseased in most of the specimens, this being, 
perhaps, due to severe competition in a small island. 

Skull essentially similar to that of R. greyi, with similarly 
reduced supraorbital ridges ; but the palatal foramina are 
more widely open and the bulla are rather lar ger—the latter 
a character one would not expect to find in an island animal. 

Molars conspicuously smaller than in R. greyi, and, indeed, 
far smaller in proportion to the skull than in the great majority 
of the species of Rattus. 


* Ann. & Mag. Nat. Hist. (9) ix. p. 681 (1922). 
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Dimensions of the type (measured on the spirit-speci- 
men before skinning) :— 

Head and body 134 mm.; tail 116; hind foot 28; 
ear 19. | i 

Skull: greatest length 36:4; condylo-incisive length 34 ; 
nasals 14°6; interorbital breadth 5; breadth of brain-case 15-2; 
palatal foramina 7°5 x33; length of bulle 6°7; upper molar 
series 5'1. l 

Hab. Pearson’s Islands, Investigator Group, S. Australia. 

Type. Adult male (skinned from spirit). B.M. no. 
23. 3. 28. 6. Collected by Prof. F. Wood Jones. Six 
specimens, all males. 

This distinct species is readily recognizable by its pale 
colour, shortened tail, large bullæ, and, most of all, by its 
unusually small teeth, 


LXV.—New Subspecies of Metachirus. 
By OLDFIELD THOMAS, 


(Published by permission of the Trustees of the British Museum.) 


Metachirus opossum melantho, subsp. n, 


A heavily blackened form from Colombia. 

Upper surface deep blackish, absolutely black on the head, 
lightened on the body by silvery-grey tickings, but through- 
out darker than in other subspecies, the black not so re- 
stricted to the spine as to form a marked dorsal line. Under 
surface strongly contrasted buffy whitish, the hairs on chin, 
chest, and inguinal region buffy to their bases, those on neck 
and belly broadly slaty proximally except just along the 
exact centre line. Face black, supraocular spots very small, 
only about 7 mm. in diameter, ‘and 11 mm. from each other ; ; 
postauricular light spots scarcely perceptible. Front of 
forearms and hips very strongly contrasted whitish, the line 
of demarcation from the general dark colour sharply marked. 
Hands and feet with dark metapodials and sharply con- 
trasted white toes. About one-quarter of the scaly part of 
tail white. 

Dimensions of the type (nean d in the flesh) :— 

Head and body 250 mm. ; tail 280, its scaly part 230, 
its white tip 60 ; hind foot 40; ; ear 30, 

Skull : condylo- basal length 66; combined length of 
nie? 12; 


